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TOURNEY TIME CONTINUES IN B'HAM; JC
SMITH SHINES AT CIAA IN CHARLOTTE

WOODARD: Claflin coach
has new Panthers of the
SIAC on top of South
Region rankings and sev-
enth in Div. Il national poll.

2008-09 BLACK COLLEGE BASKETBALL (Results, Standings and Weekly Honors)
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UNDER THE BANNER

WHAT'S GOING ON IN AND AROUND BLACK COLLEGE SPORTS

FLORIDA MEMORIAL WINS:

The 3rd seed Florida Memorial Lady Lions edged
out the 1st seed St. Thomas Bobcats 61-59 to capture the
Sun Conference Tournament Championship and an auto-
matic bid to the NAIA National Championship Saturday
at Edward Waters College.

The Sun Conference Player of the Year, Kiesha
Alexander, led the Lady Lions with 19 points and 11
rebounds while playing in all 40 minutes of the champion-
ship game. Alexander finished the tournament recording
a double-double in all three tournament games, the only
player to achieve such a feat.

Florida Memorial will next travel to the NAIA
National Tournament in Point Lookout, Michigan.

SCOTT, WVSU TAKE WVIAC AWARDS:

WVIAC men's basketball coaches have selected West
Virginia State senior guard Ted Scott
as the league's 2008-09 Player of the
Year. West Virginia State head coach
Bryan Poore was recognized by his
peers as the WVIAC Coach of the
Year after leading the Yellow Jackets
to the regular season title.

Scott, the 2006-07 WVIAC
Player of the Year, bounced back from
a serious knee injury that caused him to miss last season.
His 23.5 points per game rank second in the WVIAC
and among the top five nationally in Division II. The
Columbus, Ohio native tallied more than 30 points on five
occasions this season as the Jackets have rolled to a 23-4
overall record entering this week's WVIAC Tournament.

The 6-1 guard is shooting just over 50 percent on
the season. He also contributes 3.0 rebounds and 2.7
assists per game for the WVIAC regular season champi-
ons. Scott's 2,301 career points rank him second all-time
in the rich history of West Virginia State basketball.

"It's rewarding to see him come back to full strength
after the knee injury and surgery," said Poore of his star
pupil. "His hard work deserves a lot of credit and a lot of
credit goes to the rest of our players. The year off helped
Ted in some ways. He sees the game better. We told him
that he didn't have score 28 points per game for us to suc-
ceed this year. He's really done a great job in making his
team better.

Joining Scott on the All-WVIAC first team was team-
mate Ricky Jackson, a 6-6 forward who averaged 17.2
points and 8.3 rebounds for the Yellow Jackets.

TRAMBLE OUT AT CENTRAL STATE:

Central State Athletic Director Kellen B. Winslow
has announced that Patricia Tramble has been released
as the Lady Marauders head women's basketball coach.

"We thank Coach Pat for her years of service and
dedication to CSU Women’s Basketball." Winslow said,
"As we continue to move forward in the revitalization of
CSU Athletics, I thought it best to make this move at this
juncture of our growth."

Tramble, a 1986 alum, was promoted to head coach
when Theresa Check gave up her coaching duties in 2001
to concentrate on her duties as AD. Check had served in
both roles since 1998 and Tramble was her top assistant.
Tramble took on the additional duties of Senior Woman
Administrator in 2004.

In her seven years as head coach Tramble's Lady
Marauders had posted a record of 152-68. This year's
squad finished 16-7.

SWAC INDOOR TRACK CHAMPS:

The 2009 Southwestern Athletic Conference Indoor
Track & Field Championships concluded Sunday with the
Alabama State women and Grambling State men gar-
nering the 2009 Indoor Track and Field Champions.

The Lady Hornets of Alabama State tallied 144 points
during the two-day competition. They were led by Kristin
Hart, who accumulated 16 individual points and won the
women's outstanding field performer award.

Grambling State registered 162.50 team points for the
weekend. Darwin Price led the way for the Tigers as he
recorded 30 individual points while being named the men's
outstanding track performer. Other awards given out on
Sunday included the women's outstanding track performer,
which went to Jackline Chumo of Arkansas-Pine Bluff.
Alabama State's Kameral Kendrick received the men's
outstanding field performer honors.

SIAC, Birming

All  eyes will be on
Birmingham this week as the
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic
Con-ference crowns its men's and
women's basketball tournament
champions.

Nationally and regionally
ranked Claflin and Benedict, the
latter the tournament's defending
champion, are expected to battle for
the men's title.

Fort Valley State and Clark
Atlanta have staged a season-long
battle for women's bragging rights
and come in as heavy favorites to
meet in the tournament's Sunday,
March 8 final game.

The 76th edition of the men's
tournament makes it not just the
oldest in black college basketball
but the longest continuously held
post season affair in the history of
the NCAA. The tournament was
started by SIAC visionary Cleve
Abbott in Tuskegee in 1934.

This will be the 31st edition
of the annual women's tournament.
Both tourneys are being held at
Birmingham's Fair Park Arena
Wednesday, March 4 thru Sunday,
March 8.

Leading from the men's side
is conference newcomer Claflin
under seven-year head coach Ron

e —

TOURNAMENT
BRACKET

WED., MARCH 4
W - #6 Albany State vs. #11 Paine 10a
W - #5 Tuskegee vs. #12 Lane 12n
M - #12 Stillman vs. #13 Paine 2
W - #8 Stillman vs #9 LeMoyne-Owen 4
W - #7 Miles vs. #10 Benedict 6
M - #8 Miles vs. #9 Tuskegee 8

THUR., MARCH 5
W - #4 Claflin vs. TU/LC winner 10a
M - #6 Clark Atlanta vs. #11 Morehouse 12n
M - #7 Albany St. vs. #10 Kentucky St. 2
W - #1 Fort Valley St. vs. SC/LOC winner 4
M - #5 Fort Valley State vs. SC/PC winner 6

M - #1 Claflin vs. MC/TU winner 8
FRI., MARCH 6

W - #3 Kentucky St. vs. ASU/PC winner 12n

M - #3 Lane vs. CAU/MHC winner 2

W - #2 Clark Atlanta vs. MC/BC winner 4

M - #2 Benedict vs. ASU/KSU winner 6

M- #4 LeMoyne-Owen vs. FVSU winner 8
SAT., MARCH 7

SEMIFINALS

W - CAU winner vs. KSU winner

M - Benedict winner vs. Lane winner

W - FVSU winner vs. Claflin winner

M - Claflin winner vs. LOC winner
SUN., MARCH *

Women's Championship Game

Men's Championship Game
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Woodard. The Panthers are making
their STAC Tournament debut as the
top seed. They soared to an impres-
sive 23-2 overall record with their

only two losses coming to #2 seed
Benedict and #8 seed Miles.

Benedict comes in with an
equally impressive 23-4 overall
record and 21-3 SIAC mark with
losses to Claflin, Miles and Fort
Valley State, the latter two in over-
time.

Claflin was ranked first and
Benedict third in last week's NCAA
Div. II South Region and both are
likely to move on to Regional play
regardless of their tournament out-
comes. Nationally in Div. II rank-
ings, Claflin is seventh and Benedict
14th.

The women's bracket is topped
by perennial SIAC favorite Fort
Valley State, who went undefeated
in SIAC (22-0) play this season.
Clark Atlanta, led by SIAC scor-
ing leader Shantrell Moss, is a
strong second seed. Moss helped
propel CAU to a 24-3 overall
record, 20-2 in the SIAC with both
losses coming at the hands of Fort
Valley State. FVSU (2nd) and CAU
(8th) are both ranked in the NCAA
Div. II women's South Region.

The women's championship
game is set for Sunday at 1 p.m.
with the men's title game to follow
at 4 p.m. Both championship games
will air by tape delay on ESPNU.

ham take center stage

FINAL
SIAC STANDINGS

WOMEN
L

Fort Valley State 22 0 23 4
2

Clark Atlanta 20
Kentucky State 15 7 17 10

Claflin 12 10 14 11
Tuskegee 1 11 11 16
Albany State 1 11 11 16
Miles 10 12 13 14
Stillman 9 13 9 15
Benedict 8 14 10 16
LeMoyne-Owen 8 14 11 16
Paine 5 17 6 20
Lane 1 21 3 23
MEN CONF ALL

w L w L
Claflin 22 2 23 2
Benedict 21 3 23 4
Lane 18 6 20 7
LeMoyne-Owen 13 11 14 13
Fort Valley State 12 12 12 15
Clark Atlanta 12 12 14 13
Miles 12 12 13 14
Albany State 12 12 13 14
Tuskegee 8 16 8 19
Kentucky State 7 17 8 19
Morehouse 7 17 9 18
Stillman 6 18 7 19
Paine 6 18 7 20

The women's championship
will air at 1:00 p.m. on Monday,
March 9 and the men's game will air
at 10:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 8.

The SIAC will also broadcast
the early rounds of the tournament
live or on-demand on www.siacbas-
ketballtournament.com.

J. C. Smith sweeps in Charlotte

LUT WILLIAMS
BCSP Editor

The men and women of Johnson C. Smith
followed similar routes to claiming 2009 CIAA
Basketball Tournament titles in Charlotte, N. C.

Saturday.

The homestanding Golden Bulls and Lady
Golden Bulls both were third seeds and knocked
off top seeds in claiming their crowns.

The defending champion men's team got
on top early and kept Virginia Union at bay
en route to taking down the Panthers 70-63
to claim the program's first-ever back-to-back

tournament titles.

It was the third tournament title in nine sea-
sons for victorious 23-year JCSU head coach
Steve Joyner, after the Bulls never winning a
championship in the tournament's history.

The JCSU ladies rode Wendy Stywalt's
30 points and a stifling second-half defense
that held Bowie State to just 10 points after the
break in subduing the Lady Bulldogs 49-36.

It was the first-ever title for the women's
program which is in its second year under head

coach Vanessa Taylor.

"This is huge," said Joyner, also athletic
director at JCSU, of the sweep. "We encourage
each other all the time and support each other.

"As far as back-to-back, personally for our
team, it's very exciting, especially for people
like (sophomore guard) Ronald Thornhill,
who's won two now and is back there saying 'he
doesn't know how to lose.' It’s a big step for our

program."

Junior forward Jerry Hollis and senior
guard Ryan Scott led the way for the Golden

Bulls (23-7).

MEN

OPENING ROUND
Virginia State 76, St. Paul's 67
Fayetteville State 70, Livingstone 67

QUARTERFINALS

St. Augustine's 77, Bowie State 53
Virginia State 69, Eliz. City State 66

J. C. Smith 82, Shaw 63

Virginia Union 71, Fayetteville State 55

SEMINFALS
J. C. Smith 63, Virginia State 56
Virginia Union 57, St. Augustine's 54

FINAL
J. C. Smith 70, Virginia Union 63

March 8.

62-58.

DIFFERENCE MAKERS: Johnson C. Smith's
Wendy Stywalt (I.) and Jerry Hollis (r.) led their
respective teams to victory and took home
MVP trophys at the women's and men's CIAA
Tournaments in Charlotte, N.C.

Hollis, chosen as the tourney’s MVP after
three sterling performances, tallied 19 points in
the title game, canning 6 of 11 shots form the field
and sinking 7 of 10 charity tosses. Hollis also led
JCSU’s rebounding effort with five. Scott chipped
in 13 points including two baskets from long range,
one with 1:21 left after VUU had pulled to within

The team's other senior, Tavaris Little, added
12 points. Starting center James Dillard and reserve
center Michael Cooper added nine points each.
Senior Gregg Thondique led VUU (21-6) with
game-highs of 23 points and 13 rebounds.

Stywalt almost singlehandedly took apart

21 of her points in the second half, doubling the
Lady Bulldogs total, including a personal 17-6 run
over a ten-minute stretch that allowed the Lady
Bulls (20-8) to pull away from a 30-30 tie.

"In the second half with about 15 minutes to
go, we switched from a 2-3 zone to a 1-2-2 zone,"
said Taylor. "That (defense) enabled us to handle
the penetration and get to some of their shooters
who were given us problems in the first half.

"Wendy was just terrific."

Both JCSU teams will receive automatic bids
to the eight-team NCAA Div. II Atlantic Regionals
by virtue of their tournament titles. Taylor's squad
had been ranked tenth in the region and Joyner's
eighth. The regional field will be announced on

Ironically, both Joyner and Taylor also knocked
off first-year coaches who had led their teams to
regular season titles and top tournament seedings.

On the men's side, Virginia Union was play-
ing in the finals for the sixth time in seven years
but the first under new coach Willard Coker who
took over from legendary mentor Dave Robbins,
who retired after 30 marvelous seasons making the
Panthers the top program in the CIAA.

Coker's Panthers came in ranked second in the
Atlantic Region and are all but assured of receiving
a bid to the Regionals.

In her first season, Donna Polk led Bowie

State to a 17-8 regular season mark. The Lady

Bowie State (19-9) in the women's final. She scored

2009 CIAA TOURNAMENT RESULTS (Scores and Top Players)

ALL TOURNAMENT TEAM
Hayward Fain, St. Augustine's

Trey Mines, Virginia State

Braxton Byerson, Virginia Union
Jason Thompson, Fayetteville State
Ryan Scott, Johnson C. Smith
Jacobe Simpson, Virginia State
Brandon Byerson, Virginia Union
Ronald Thornhill, Johnson C. Smith
Gregg Thondique, Virginia Union
Jerry Hollis, Johnson C. Smith

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER
Jerry Hollis, Johnson C. Smith

WOMEN

OPENING ROUND
Virginia Union 61, Livingstone 60
St. Augustine's 86, Eliz. City St. 58

QUARTERFINALS

Virginia State 77, St. Paul's 64

J. C. Smith 74, Shaw 66

Bowie State 67, Virginia Union 43

St. Augustine's 76, Fayetteville St. 69

SEMINFALS
Bowie State 59, Virginia State 37
J. C. Smith 59, St. Augustine's 53

FINAL
J. C. Smith 49, Bowie State 36

Bulldogs were ranked eighth in last week's wom-
en's NCAA Div. II Atlantic Region and should get
a bid based on reaching the tournament title game.

Tournament 2nd-seed Fayetteville State, who
was ranked fourth in the Region, was felled in the
tourney quarterfinals by St. Augustine's.

ALL TOURNAMENT TEAM
Keyona Bryant, St. Augustine's
Angela Brown, Virginia State
Allison Sikes, St. Augustine's
Sheria Hatcher, Johnson C. Smith
Tonaye Smith, Virginia Union
Denisha Kenion, Bowie State
Demetria Bell, Johnson C. Smith
Bianca Lee, Bowie State

Wendy Stywalt, Johnson C. Smith
Teaunsha Robinson, Bowie State

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER
Wendy Stywalt, Johnson C. Smith
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